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SUB J : NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PARKS 
REF: STATE 91753 

1. EMBOFF MET WITH HECTOR GALLEGOS AND WALDO RODRIGUEZ 
OF NATIONAL WORKS COMMISSION ON NATIONAL PARKS ( CONOPAN) 
MAY 2 1 . ALSO PRESENT AT INVITATION OF MEXICANS WAS 

DAVID AMATO. 

2. MEETINGS SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE MAY 29 ARE DESIGNED TO 
INTRODUCE USG OFFICIALS AND CANADIAN COUNTERPARTS TO 
MEXICO' S PARK POTENTIAL; TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. A TOUR OF 
SOME AREAS HAS BEEN SCHEDULED. MEXICANS DO NOT SEE THIS 
AS BEING A SESSION DEVOTED TO EITHER DETAILED DISCUSSIONS 
OR PLANNING. THUS THERE IS NO AGENDA FOR TALKS, ALTHOUGH 

A FULL PROGRAM OF VISITS HAS BEEN PREPARED ( EMBASSY ASSUMES 
THIS HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 
PARTICIPANTS.) CARILLO SANCHEZ AND JOSE ARREOLLA 
TINOCO, OF MEXICAN SECRETARIAT OF AGRICULTURE WILL 
PARTICIPATE. 

3. GALLEGOS WAS FRANK TO ADMIT THAT CONOPAN MEMBERSHIP 
DELIBERATELY EXCLUDED REPRESENTATION FROM SECRETARIATS 
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OF DEFENSE AND FOREIGN RELATIONS. HE PINPOINTED THESE 
TWO SECRETARIATS AS FOCI OF OPPOSITION TO DEVELOPMENT 
OF INTERNATIONAL PARKS, BASED ON THEIR MISTAKEN BELIEF 
THAT DISPROPORTIONATE USE BY AMERICANS WOULD INFRINGE 
ON MEXICAN SOVEREIGNTY. FOR ESSENTIALLY SAME 
REASONS, GALLEGOS DOES NOT PLAN TO INVITE LUIS CABRERA 
OF FOREIGN SECRETARIAT TO PARTICIPATE IN SESSIONS 
STARTING MAY 29. 

4. COMMENT: GALLEGOS' ENTHUSIASM FOR PARK DEVELOPMENT 
IS OBVIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS. HE STATED THAT CONOPAN 
ALREADY HAS AN APPROVED BUDGET OF 50 MILLION PESOS 
( 4 MILLION DOLLARS) FOR PRESENT YEAR. DESPITE THESE 
CONSIDERATIONS, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT GALLEGOS AND HIS 
ORGANIZATION ARE STILL IN EARLY STAGES OF BUREAUCRATIC 
MANEUVERING WITHIN MEXICAN CONTEXT. NOT UNLIKE SOME OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS, THIS ONE SEEMS TO BE FORMED AROUND AN 
ENERGETIC INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS SOME PERSONAL RAPPORT 
WITH PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. TO A CERTAIN EXTENT, HIS 
PERSONAL FORTUNES AND THOSE OF CONOPAN REST ON 
DEVELOPING FRUITFUL RELATIONSHIPS WITH INTERNATIONAL 
COUNTERPARTS, MOST ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE US. 

GALLEGOS RECOGNIZES THAT DIPLOMATIC INVOLVEMENT AT 
SOME STAGE IS INEVITABLE IF INTERNATIONAL PARKS ARE 
TO BE DEVELOPED. AT SAME TIME HE HOPES TO OUTFLANK 
PERCEIVED MEXICAN GOVERNMENT OPPOSITION ( I. E. FOREIGN 
RELATIONS AND DEFENSE SECRETARIAT) BY DEVELOPING PLANS 
ATTRACTIVE ENOUGH TO SECURE OVERRIDING SUPPORT OF 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. WHETHER OR NOT USG SHOULD BE PARTY 
TO SUCH A PLAN IS A QUESTION WHICH CAN BE DEFERRED UNTIL 
AFTER PROGRAM BEGINNING MAY 29. 
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